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That the summer rainfall a t  Kew Orleans is markedly 
influenced by its topography is shown by a comparison 
of the number of days on which 0.01 inch or more cf 
prccipitation occurs a t  New Orleans, with the same rec- 
ords at other stations located along the Gulf coast, but  
not so nearly surrounded by water. For the purpose of 
this coni arison, the records of New Orleans and Lake 
Charles, Ea., Pensacola, Bla., and Galceston, Tex., have 
been chosen, and it is found that the average number of 
rainy days for the four months considered is as follows: 
New Orleans, 53; Lake Charles, 34; Galveston, 36; and 
Pensacola, 47. 

A study of the intensity of the hourly rainfall was also 
made, but the short period covered by the records and - 
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FIG. l.-Curveu of hourly frequency of preripitation at New Orleans, La., for each month 
(1905-1913). 

the possibility of the occurrence of escessive rainfall 
during any hour render it impossible to draw any con- 
clusions as to the hour ( i f  itiost iiiteiise precipitation. 

It is believed that n. study of the hourly precipitation 
records, especially a study of the frequency, will open up  
a new field for the use of '\'L-enther Eurenu records, because 
contractors, engineers, agrjculturists, and others whose 
occupations necessitate their working out of doors would, 
by means of these hourlv frequency data, be ennhled to 
arrange their work and that of their employees, so that i t  
would be performcd during those hours when there is the 
least likelihood of its being interruptcd by rainfall, and 
in this wny, perhaps, a great deal of valuable time would 

November ....................... 9 
December ....................... 26 

be saved, not to speak of the saving of damage suits, etc., 
on account of baggage, produce, and other articles bcin 
injured by dani ness when beina transferred a t  a time o 

drv weather. 
The table and charts are appended in order that those 

who may care to do so can have the exact information at  
hand and can draw their own conclusions. 
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the day when t K ere is more progability of rainy than of 
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TABLE 1.-The number of times 0.01 inch or more of rnin waa recorded ut 
New Orleans, La., during 9 years, for euch hour of the 12 months. 
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December.. ..................... 

DROUGHT VERSUS IRRIGATION. 

Many years ago the MONTHLY WEATHER REVIEW 
called t,he attention of our numerous observers and corr0- 
spondents to the importance and possibility of pro- 
viding beforehand for the supply of wat,er that would 
be needed in the long droughts to which this country is 
subject. Of recent years everyone has heard of the 
droughts and the disastrous loss of crops in that western 
region that in 1850 was known as the "great American 
desert." The great progress that has been niacle since 
those days has enabled western agric,ulturists to diminish 
the danger of a disaster froni droughts; .incleed, by the 
help of the Rec,lamation Service t,hey are turning deserts 
into gardens. But meanwhile we niust re )eat our advicc. 
of years ago, which seems especially a p 'cable t80 New 

necessary for n farmer to be at the mercy of tlroughts aiid 
uncertaih local rains. A drought of, 30 days clurhg June 
or July or August niay be as injurious in the Atlantic 
States as anywhere else, m d  yet experienc.e shows .that 
nn abundance o€ w.at,er is available a t  a short distance 
below the grountl. A recent Farmers' Bulletin, No. 592, 
of the Department of Agriculture, although it appears to 
be specifically intended for western grazing lands, con- 
tains abundance of good suggestions applicable to the 
Atlantic States. Deep bored wells and springs of tm 
furnish sufficient water for local crops and cattle if only 
it is used economically. Thc espense of a well tmd pump 
is saved in one or two years by the resulting increase of 

England and t'he MiddleStntes, to the e E L  ect that i t  is not 
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the local crop, and the combination of several farmers in 
maintaining and using a single deep well should enerally 

BdetinNo. 592 for theuso of farmersin the AtlanticStates 
is desirable, but meanwhile that bulletin itself should not 
be neglected. 

be racticable. Doubtless a special edition of B armers’ 

UNIT O F  ACCELERATION. 

In the recent MONTHLY WEATHER REVIEWS, pages 5, 
100, 141, 143, we find various suggested terms for the 

unit of acceleration, Bome one of which would be conven- 
ient in daily meteorological use. In  Nature (London), 
August 13,- 1914, page 611, Dr. Otto Klote, director of 
the Dominion Observator Ottawa, writes: 

‘rl’ for that unit in the report of the GZittiiigen earth ua e sta- 
tion, being the first syllable of Galileo, whence?&. Whip- 
?le derives his ‘leo.’ Others, as well as myself, have used 
gal,’ or rather ‘milligal,’ in analyses of earth uakes. 

A ‘milligal’ is approximately a millionth of g. % p e  is 
the unit of force; g d  the unit of acceleration.” 

“SO long ago as 1909 # eichert used the term 


